Matthew 10:24-39
Happy Father’s Day!

ABBA in Hebrew...So as a Dad how do you teach your children to
navigate life and its many pitfalls and challenges?

And how do our children actually learn...by what we tell them...or by
how we ourselves actually act in the world?

...and as a parent... are we even self-aware enough to know that what
we are teaching them we may actually have to learn for ourself first.

So many times, in our lives we are asked to be subject matter experts on
so many topics for our kids...and now with YouTube and Google we
have real time access to information...some good and some not so good.

What our children really require at this point is wisdom...Unfortunately
our own experiences and notions may not be the wisdom of the ages but
only what we ourselves were taught by our parents and our tribe many
years ago...but may not even be relevant today.

Throughout the gospels we see that Jesus asks those who would follow
him to be BOTH a student (disciple) AND a teacher of His ways
(apostle).

But we humans are most certainly fallible...and many of us are not self-
aware of our own shortcomings especially when it comes to wisdom.

Today’s gospel shows us what we can expect in today’s world as we
make our best attempts at following Jesus...

Teacher or Student?

Kingdom of God vs Kingdom of Man...in particular today what is the
nature of Power and Obedience in each of these kingdoms.
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This then sets the stage for divisiveness among us depending upon your
perspective and understanding...and it speaks directly to the maturation
of your faith as a student (disciple) of Jesus...being an active agent of
God 1n revealing God’s Kingdom...assuming that’s the kingdom you
chose.

The first step here is to first look in a mirror...what is your own
understanding of discipleship...and really look at the ways in which you
live out your life...as Paul would ask “How do you live and move and
have your being?” How do you act in the world and how do you react to
it?

It’s hard to teach something without first knowing your own limitations
and prejudices...and being human we all have them!

So let me share some of my thoughts... I believe the most important
thing to get is the idea that discipleship is first and foremost a
journey...and that includes always being open to new ways of
processing information and seeing the world...this posture of always
being open to other ways of thinking about things and being open to
another is the word agape in Greek...we translate that word as love...the
word that Jesus uses most often. Jesus also tells us Do not be
afraid...Do not fear...in other words don’t be close minded! Love =
Open; Fear = Closed...

As disciples...skills like listening, empathy, and compassion help us to
open up and connect with someone from their point of view. The
paradox here is that our task may not be to deliver Jesus’ teachings in
words and scripture, but we many times have to deliver Jesus’ teachings
by how we actually live our lives...including all the big and little
choices we make along the way...and by the way others and especially
our children are always watching us and learning from those choices and
actions we make.



Now Jesus makes it clear that he came to divide...which seems
counterintuitive to everything we know that Jesus says and does.

But just look at our world and you will see this being played out today
all over our country. And the division stems from fundamental choices
involving which Kingdom you are going to choose and then this plays
out in our understanding of the nature of “obedience” and with it the
idea of “power”.

See we tend to think of power as control, rule and dominion over one
another. And this flows from an authoritarian model of obedience based
on submission and loyalty...hierarchy!

In this view the world 1s catagorized into separate tribes or groups or
entities with little or no desire for interrelationships or connection...here
power becomes the property of some and not others...and that happens
to conveniently be defined by the people groups in power at the time.

And so these groups identify as having power or dominion over other
groups who they see as beneath them....pick your flavor...race, religion,
sexual orientation, political party...you get the picture...hierarchy =
division.

This notion of power also involves the idea of invulnerability and
entitlement. And many Religions or Countries even quote the Bible as
the source of that power...justifying their position over other people
groups.

This is the definition of power as defined by us “The Kingdom of Man”
And it allows for us to marginalize, to hurt, to enslave, to hate, and to
destroy those we deem below us.

But the Kingdom of man’s definition of power is not the power Jesus is
referring to here...That Power is solely and only within God’s



preview...God as the Alpha...The Creator and The All...The One and
only ABBA! The Divine Source of ALL Being...the only real power
there is.

So true power resides only there and not within the bickering children all
jockeying for their Divine Parent’s favor over their other brothers and
sisters...God likes us best!

Jesus, Himself as the Son of God...even He submits and obeys the will
of God...even though He himself contained God’s power!

And now we are asked to follow the example of our teacher. To boldly
proclaim our Father’s power and presence in our lives so that others may
see and experience the true power and awe of the Universe. A fearless
witness to a reality greater than the Kingdom of man and this idea will
be a boon to some and a bane to others...especially those who currently
hold earthly power and authority.

We are never to confuse discipleship and God’s love for us as license to
harm others in God’s name. Nor are we to confuse discipleship with
obedience where we become unthinking automatons.

The current worldview of obedience in an authoritarian culture stresses
order and loyalty and does not tolerate continual change of the status
quo...so those in power can stay in power...and they would like us to
obey them...Why? Because they say so and they hold all the cards right
now...and would like to keep them!

However, that is the exact opposite of obedience and power in the
Kingdom of God where there is always constant change...deaths and
resurrections. ..transformations...it’s never static and with it there is a
trajectory...a movement and an evolution in God’s creation towards
God...and that progression is also seen easily in the Bible when you
read it as a whole.



The tensions we are seeing today with State and Church and
manipulation of God plays this out ...divisive...today we have family
members at odds over all sorts of ideas and things here in the Kingdom
of man.

See the authoritarian model of power and obedience cannot adequately
express true discipleship because the Kingdom of man mindset is only
interested in preserving itself and the stats quo with the group in power
remaining static and in power for all time...so they fear change and the
future and always wish things would remain the same or go back to the
good ole days...cause that’s when they were in power and could do what
they wished.

Obedience focused on only following directions slowly looses the
plot...following authoritarian ideals and concepts ultimately leads to
blindness...blindness to those who are different from us.

This 1s a Discipleship cautionary tale...following the letter of the law so
we can now become Jesus is a means to the wrong end...nor do we want
to fall on the opposite end of the spectrum where we discount all
authority...In a kingdom of man mindset we either have stagnation or
chaos...neither of which are what Jesus is getting at here.

Remember how I started...Discipleship is a journey...not a destination
in itself...a journey...beginning and ending in God...all other roads can,
and do get us into trouble with each other...cause we are only
human...we are flawed, limited, and prejudiced based upon our tiny
experiences in a great big grand universe.

Either way whether talking about power or obedience...in the kingdom
of God these things both imply accountability and responsibility...

Like I said at the beginning take out your mirrors...and take a look!



A disciple of Jesus listens first and then decides how to act given the
context of any given situation...and when in doubt one must always use
the tried and true litmus test...is it done in agape...an open posture in
love allowing us to see a bigger picture...to include the other persons
point of view.

Discipleship ultimately develops our capacity for continued learning,
and growth, and evolution...and my own theology is a perfect example
of this...cause anyone on a spiritual journey will have to deconstruct
their own points of view many times throughout the course of their
life...we are constantly adjusting as we come upon new information and
experiences... predetermined or routine preconceptions to religious
ideals or prescribed notions of “the Will of God” are not gonna aways
get us into trouble!

Jesus requires a discerning obedience...an “eyes wide open” approach as
we accept responsibility for the order of the world and actively engage
in transforming it...this is the Kingdom of God Jesus is proclaiming in
today’s passage...and Jesus acknowledges that when we walk this path
of discipleship definitely expect to not be met with
hardships...especially if it criticizes, or challenges or threatens those
currently in power...be careful what you wish for...the kingdom of man
can be brutal...and it may very well cost you your life as Jesus quickly
found out himself.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.

In other words, whoever loves the kingdom of man...their own tribe and
their own earthly identity more than the Kingdom of God cannot become
a citizen of The Kingdom of God...cause in choosing one you will be
opposing the other.
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Those who find their life (HERE) will lose it (YOU DIE), and those who
lose their life for my sake (DISCIPLESHIP) will find it
(EVERLASTING LIFE).”

So which Kingdom will you serve my friends, and which kingdom will
you choose? And you do have to choose each and every
day...especially if you wish to be a follower of Christ!

Your faithful servant,

carmen



