Matthew 10:40-42

This week we finish Matthew Chapter 10 as Jesus 1s sending out his
disciples into the world for the first time.

Last week we talked about the Kingdom of Man vs the Kingdom of God
Rabbi and Disciple in passing on Jesus’ knowledge and wisdom.

Throughout the gospels we see that Jesus asks that those who would
follow him would be at any given moment BOTH a student (someone
whose always learning...(a disciple)...AND a then a teacher of Jesus’s
ways (that’s an apostle...someone who is now sent out).

But humans are fallible...and many of us are not so self-aware of our
own shortcomings when it comes to understanding and passing along
Jesus’ wisdom. This is the How to of discipleship. In today’s gospel we
find out the why...The Why? For reward or rather to reconcile the
world and reconnect everything back to God! It’s about reaping
whatever you sow which Matthew will talk about later in parables.

Last week we mentioned the idea of power! This continuation tells us
what to do with the power that we have received from God...and to be
clear we often times think we have given this power to ourselves...and
some even lord that power over others...I’ve unfortunately seen this
played out many times even in religion.

Remember that even Jesus had to submit His own power to God’s
will...the bigger picture...the ultimate power!

Now we are to go out into the world and demonstrate God’s power...not
our own...we are to give God’s grace, mercy and love to others. We are
to live out the gospels not in our words but in our actions.



Your neighbors...your kids...your family they all watch you...your
words are little compared to how you actually live and move in the
world.

So now we are to become the hands and feet of Jesus for our particular
sphere of influence...and today’s gospel is about how that “good news”
might be received by others, and it might not be seen as such good news
by those in power.

By being a disciple, you now reflect your rabbi’s life and teachings in
the world...the ancient Jewish rabbinical model...the students act in the
rabbis name and then BECOME their Rabbi themselves thus continuing
to seed Jesus into the world for generations to come.

And here we are 2000 years later still using this discipleship model...but
be careful not to become arrogant and act with a “Jesus Complex” cause
thinking we KNOW God’s will always get us into trouble.

Instead, we are asked not to preach but rather to feed the hungry, cloth
and shelter the poor, Love the least of these...not writing off anyone at
all...we are asked to go now and walk the talk! In Matthew Chapter 10
Jesus is teaching them as they go out trusting fully in God for their daily
provision...they will always have just enough!

Later in Matthew’s gospel before Jesus leaves His disciples for
good...He will give them the Great Commission...Serve those in need
and whoever does these things will be serving Christ Himself.

Remember ...Discipleship is a journey...not a destination...itis a
journey beginning and ending with God...and this journey also begins
and ends with serving those who now need for you to become sons and
daughters of God...In other words becoming the hands and feet of your
Rabbi...Jesus!



We are now challenged to reflect more deeply about what it means to
welcome one another...for it is only after we go out to one another that
we discover God in the connection.

Again, this is all about connection and relationship...in today's reading
we focus on compassionate welcome...hospitality...in the form of our
service to Christ himself when we take God’s grace and offer it to
others.

We then come to realize that service to others is not just large heroic
acts...done by Saints... but just simple acts of compassion and kindness
which WE do for one another especially those in need.

Christ commands us to be compassionate...to trust...to be open (agape).

To live a way of life that is beyond just me, myself, and I...all about my
tribe...and my own personal gain.

We are also to be realistic about the things in the world that distort and
prevent us from loving one another as described in last week's
Gospel...once again this is a Kingdom of God versus a Kingdom man
perspective.

By sharing compassion...and even by sharing our stuff with
others...these things are just tools we use to connect people
together...even and especially across tribal boundaries and people
groups who we might look upon with disdain as outsiders!

Following Jesus allows for us to achieve caring and genuine relationship
with those whom we might have overlooked or not even been aware
of...those people over there...those folks who are not part of US here!



God calls God's children (and that’s all of us by the way) to be wary of
those earthly things that can keep us from connecting with ALL our
brothers and sisters...things like pride, ego, greed, scarcity...anything at
all that separates us from one another.

Egocentricity is a word that means the world revolves around me...and
that mind set will always keep us separate from one another and
ultimately will separate us from God...see in reality everything revolves
around God and therefore it’s all connected in a universal tapestry where
everything is one...and everything is God.

Today many of us, even when we connect with strangers or “others”
only do so superficially in a self-interested kind of way...a selfish
perspective where I am going to relate to you only for what it might get
me in return...including charity and serving when in reality it’ can be
just self-soothing your own ego or giving yourself a massive tax break!

Connection in Jesus’ eyes in not about manipulation or about viewing
the Divine or others as some sort of vending machine...That’s
transactional not relational ...That’s quid pro quo.

Rather compassion means welcoming others through unconditional
openness (agape-love), with compassion and empathy (putting yourself
into someone else’s perspective)! As Jesus our rabbi taught us and
showed us in the Gospels.

That’s what fosters genuine human relationships...by sowing hospitality
and kindness first... and then once the other is open...for us to then be
present to them...truly listening and hearing the other...Thes qualities
value all God’s children and then ultimately begins to connect us all.

By valuing all life and seeing it all as sacred...we can begin repairing
the world (Tikun Olam)...the reconciliation and world building that
Jesus started over 2000 years ago and now continues today through us.



This is the exact opposite of what we are witnessing in our world
today...we need to repent...turn around...we’re doing it all backwards!
Today we are focused on division...looking at other people groups as
“the enemy” ...looking at our own people group as somehow being the
right one...the chosen ones...the folks above all others that have it right
while everyone else 1s somehow wrong...

And as long as we have this tribal mentality...what Jesus referred to as
the Kingdom of man... then we are not gonna stop wishing or causing
harm upon those other people groups...especially those children of God
which we label as our enemies!

Jesus challenges us to begin with radical love, radical kindness, and
radical compassion to begin changing our human relationships to be
more in line with the Kingdom of God and how it was all really created
to work.

Wherever we witness oppression, wherever we see conditional
hospitality, wherever we see codependency...these are things that may
even look on the surface to be of God's world...but what they truly hide
are deep recesses of our own selfish desires.

It’s impossible to develop a reciprocal relationship if we're the ones in
power and the other is not...if we somehow see ourselves above or
better than the other!

I've seen many instances where people give...but it’s not out of love but
rather to satisfy their own deep seated needs for purpose and meaning...
for being deserving of a greater reward because they did what they were
required to do... they followed all the rules...but they give in a self-
centered way to make themselves feel worthy of God’s love!

And if you truly know God and follow Jesus...then you already know
that you're already worthy and loved from the get-go!



And that may seem radical...but it’s literally what it means to be
God...and what it literally means to be human! For example, did your
own children upon their birth need to fulfill a set of conditions before
you decided to love them?!

It’s always been about relationship and connections...God is challenging
us to gain the greater perspective...God’s perspective...where we see
everyone as God’s children...all connected and all in relationship with
one another.

Watch and look for those in need...listen for the cries of the oppressed
or the silence of the lonely and any who are suffering...heighten your
awareness to those who are being excluded...for whatever reason.

Then go and practice kindness and hospitality and radical
welcome...become present for the “other” right where they are...listen
with empathy and compassion...and something incredible will begin to
happen...the seeds you sow will begin to grow!

And God will always show up...right in that place... Why? Because you
showed up right in that place...a disciple of Christ showed up to become
a messenger like their Rabbi before them...a messenger sent from
God...that’s the Greek word Angelo...messenger...angel!

...and what’s really cool is that many times the person we are
connecting with reciprocates and they become the angel you yourself
needed...that’s’ the way it works...it’s all connected...it’s all one!

Jesus is asking us to trust God and to go out into the world regardless of
how you may be received! Do not be afraid cause I am with you always
He said!



And Jesus is clear...that being his followers will be hard...you might
even suffer for it in the Kingdom of man... but we are called to love
even in the midst of such hatred and divisiveness...even if we are
rejected.

Take heart for your reward is at hand...actually it was always in hand!

See God is rooted in the very thing that connects us all...and as disciples
we together become the body of Christ...one living, loving, gracious
being...

Where we go from learning what our rabbi Jesus taught us...to now
going out in His name to enact God’s love in the way we act in the world
each and every day...we are to seed God’s love all over the place!

For the world will only come to know us as Christians by our love... not
by any other single thing on this planet...just agape...open and
unconditional love...

Your faithful servant,

carmen



