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Mat 13:24-30,36-43 

 

This is the Parable of the Wheat and the Weeds…or Tares  

 

Themes and ideas in this parable are linked to other parables of 

Jesus…with familiar agricultural themes…themes that His 

audience would be quite familiar with…once again demonstrating 

aspects of His teachings on the kingdom of God to everyday 

folks…no theologians here. 

  

Some think this parable is a restructuring of Marks parable of the 

Growing Seed but unlike Mark the inactivity between planting and 

harvest is met by sabotage…from an enemy who comes in at night 

and sows weeds in the middle of the farmer’s field.   

 

Now the weed referenced here would be darnel… a member of the 

grass family which closely resembles wheat.  A weed in whose 

grain lives a poison fungus…it grows exclusively in grain fields 

throughout the Middle East.  In its early development it looks just 

like emerging wheat so it would be very difficult to distinguish the 

darnel from the wheat as they look the same when young. 

 

Now in Jesus’ day purity was an important issue among religious 

people.  The Pharisees prided themselves on their religious purity 

and strict observances to the law…and the Essene community was 

a sect of Judaism which even withdrew into the wilderness to keep 

itself pure…an important issue for John the Baptist as well.   

 

But on the other hand, Jesus’ followers included tax collectors and 

sinners who were looked down upon and not considered at all to be 

pure.  And as we know sometimes things may not always be what 

they seem to be…Jesus says: wait ‘til the harvest then it will be 

easier to tell the two apart as to how they grow and ultimately what 

do they produce…what fruits they bare.     
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So, what might this parable say about us judging other people on 

status or appearances?  The parable prohibits any division before 

the end.  The lesson here is that the kingdom is present despite the 

presence of evil and that evil will be dealt with by God at a later 

time. 

 

And when the workers in this parable discover what has happened, 

they of course want to go out and take immediate action. But now 

the roots of the different plants will have intertwined with each 

other. The master insists nothing be done until after the harvest. 

 

This is one of three parables given a detailed description with its 

meaning; however, some scholars believe that the explanation of 

the parable was later added by Matthew’s early Christian 

community rather than by Jesus due to a change in the language 

structure in Greek used here…it was tacked on. 

 

The claim that the weeds have been planted by an enemy 

demonstrates that the owner of the field used good seed and is not 

responsible for planting a poor crop. 

 

Matthew’s parable spells out what early Christians were looking 

for…namely they were wanting to weed out evil and evil 

doers….like some Christians today do.  

 

But it is emphasized here that the wheat must be allowed to grow 

without disturbance until the harvest, and then the sorting will take 

place.  Premature actions will damage the crop itself…good and 

evil coexist together… but will be separated out later…a time will 

come for the destruction of all the works of the evil one at the end 

of the age. 

 

The parable is the assurance that despite the ambiguity of bad stuff 

happening here in the kingdom of man that the kingdom of God is 

also at work and will ultimately triumph.   
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The parable is thus an anecdote to unrealistic idealism, whether on 

the part of social revolution those expecting to create a utopia here 

on earth or more locally a Christian who hopes to find that perfect 

church. 

 

The presence of evil is not evidence that the kingdom of God is not 

at work here.  And also note… that God is not the only one at work 

here…not all actions in this world are attributed to God…mostly to 

us.   

 

The parable reminds us that Christians should neither be surprised 

or unaware of the fact that evil is present at the exact same time 

that God’s is.   

 

Let the one who has ears hear!  There will always be tension 

between the kingdom of man and the kingdom of God… and 

although we cannot tolerate evil… the destruction of all evil is not 

our job…and for me the real issue here is that sometimes it’s 

really, really, hard to tell the difference between what is good and 

what is bad isn’t it?!  We might not even have a clue! 

 

My Dad and I didn’t share a lot of hobbies in common but we both 

had an affinity for gardening.  I grew up in Philly where the only 

grass one sees is what comes up through the cracks in the 

sidewalks there.  As we both grew older, we purchased homes in 

NJ complete with Lawns.   

 

My Dad took the easy way-out letting nature take its course while 

gently nudging what was there, while I took a much more direct 

and academic approach, reading books, and on-line info, looking 

into various grasses and chemical fertilizers etc.  
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One thing I quickly found was that anytime I was getting that 

perfect lawn… something would step in to thwart it, back to the 

Home Center for more Chemicals.  God knows what I spent in 

hours and in money on the Lawn trying to get it just RIGHT! 

 

My Dad on the other hand was getting good results by letting 

clover take over his entire lawn.  I asked why don’t you just kill it.  

And he replied, unlike the grass, the clover gives back to the earth.  

I wasn’t sure what he meant. 

 

He went on to explain that we look at the grass as being desirable 

and we are constantly battling nature to make it work…even 

killing nature in the process.  The soil in NJ is either sand or clay 

with not too much nutritional value for plants to thrive in.  Clover, 

however, actually takes nitrogen from the air and puts it into the 

topsoil making it fertile. 

 

I, on the other hand, was playing God trying to make my grass 

grow: I supplied the seeds, nutrients and the water and fought off 

all manner of diseases, drought, and insects.  I DECIDED what 

was desirable and what was not.  The grass, however, constantly 

took from me: money, time, and resources.   

 

My Dad used nature’s tools to get the same results over time.  The 

clover fed the grass and when mowed short took on the same color 

and consistency without all the hassle…and without further 

damaging the environment with all the chemicals. 

 

We often do this in the world – Don’t we?  We try and cull out the 

weeds. We decide what’s good and bad based on our point of view.  

If applied across other cultures this type of thinking and action 

quickly get us into trouble and we turn out to be the evil ones! 

 

 



5 

 

The seed always symbolizes our potential, but it relies on God and 

the community to nurture the seeds to grow.  We quickly get into 

trouble when we decide another’s potential, and we play God.  

This parable was told in Matthew’s community to urge the early 

Christians to carry on their work faithfully despite mixed 

results…just like in last weeks’ parable. 

   

It was a word of encouragement based not on receiving astonishing 

results but on the promise that God alone will evaluate the results 

in the end.  God’s not only looking at the flowers but is much more 

interested in the root systems…our hearts…what’s at our 

core…looks can easily be deceiving on the surface! 

 

The Church itself is both Holy and Sinful at the same time.  The 

early Church was trying to come to grips with its identity and its 

membership criteria. 

 

So what should we Christians do when other members don’t match 

our standards?  Do we run to the nearest home center and get the 

weed-B-gone to cull out those that stray or do not look or act like 

us.  The normal human reaction is for the community itself to do 

the culling…the separating out.   

 

And throughout the history of the Church this has led to many evils 

perpetrated against our fellow man…The Inquisitions, The 

Crusades, burning witches, allowing slavery etc…Religious 

Cleansing happens when the church thinks it knows how to 

identify the wheat from the weeds.   

 

But God looks where we can not to make that determination! 

 

The prerogative of judging and the quality of someone’s potential 

and their relationship to God, belongs to God alone…only God 

knows the depth of a Human heart…God sees what’s below the 

surface…the roots… 
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And the Bible is full of stories of broken people rising to their true 

potential when they allow God to work within them…Many of 

these people were seen by their own communities to be outcasts 

and weeds…to be culled out from the mainstream…Illustrated 

most powerfully by the story of Jesus’ Himself!!! 

 

In the early stages of growth, it is often difficult to tell the weeds 

from the wheat.  And when we try to pull up the weeds we also 

threaten that we which are trying to protect.  Assuming we know 

the true weeds in the first place.   

 

Therefore, we must never exclude anyone from our communities.  

In the end we will all be judged by the one who loves us the most, 

our Father in heaven, not by other humans…or the church. 

 

My sermon prep this morning also brought up long forgotten 

memories of my grandmother, we grew up with very little…she 

used to go to the park and come back with this great tasting 

salad…she called it jagodi…I had no idea I was eating dandelions!   

 

Weeds!…It’s still my favorite…not even knowing the high 

nutritional content with anticarcinogenic properties growing freely 

in my yard…compared to say iceberg lettuce which has no 

nutritional value at all. 

 

So…What do I know?  Beware sinners judging sinners!!! Beware 

fallible human beings playing God with other people.  Watch out 

for well-meaning people wielding a Christian Weed Wacker to 

create their perceived version of the kingdom. 

 

Tend to your own gardens and leave the rest in God’s hands.  A 

seed is just a seed.  Put an acorn on that altar and leave it there for 

fifty years…come back and it’s still an acorn…one might even call 

it worthless!   
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Now put that acorn in fertile ground, give it water and 

sunshine…now come back in fifty years to witness what potential 

that seed actually had…and we are all just seeds in God’s hands! 

 

Dear God let us strive to grow deeper in faith and in love with you.  

Let us not judge others to our standards and ideals.  Instead let us 

open our hearts to one another as Jesus taught us to do.   

 

We know that the world has both good and bad in it, but let us trust 

in you to know the difference…where and when it counts.  

 

Your faithful servant, 

carmen 


