Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 ...(SUMMARIZE the last three weeks)
...now a little bit about parables...
Jesus chose parables as a primary way to communicate his word.

Now the parables of Jesus are the most influential literature in Christian
history...simple stories that almost any child can understand, and for
more than two thousand years have also challenged biblical experts to
explore their precise meanings.

Whenever Jesus spoke to the crowds, He used imagery explaining his
ideas through stories. Jesus taught profound theology in stories about
family life, agriculture, the natural world, trade and commerce,
weddings, rich and poor people, politics, and kings...things everybody
knew.

The parable’s goal is to open minds to profound ideas that have the
power to change our lives...They both reveal and conceal!

And they bring both Blessing AND God’s Judgment.

Parables were designed and intended to teach people about the kingdom
of God...and as such Some Got it and some didn’t...or didn’t want to!

So Jesus’ ministry, as reflected through the parables, were a gift to some
and looked like judgment to others...and notice what groups were

judged...usually the “in” groups” those in power...see that’s’ the
kingdom of man.

Now parables are “God centered”...they teach us about the nature of
God and God’s Kingdom...the way God sees things...and many times
this 1s counterintuitive and at odds with the way we see
things...especially folks in power.

In today’s parables we have the Hidden...the Small...joy and
discovery...old and new.



And certainly not everyone will be open to the kingdom of God as
expressed through Jesus...especially those who are benefiting by the
current systems.

Remember the religious in power were also teaching about the Kingdom
of God but through their perspective...and it usually was just the
kingdom of man hiding behind the facade of God.

See God’s kingdom always starts small and cannot readily be seen. It
requires patience and fertile ground to grow. And like the Cross... the
seed parables are a challenge to our human perception and judgment
about smallness and significance. But all strong and lasting changes
progress slowly over time like the drip of water forging a canyon.

See a seed is PURE POTENTIAL...As is the kingdom of God here on
carth!

And when you get it...living in the kingdom of God is characterized by
living in joy! So when joy is absent, so is the kingdom absent from your
heart.

The Kingdom of God is here NOW...both outside of you and more
importantly something that can only be experienced within you.

The kingdom of God takes hold in our response to God’s grace and gifts.
A foundation grounded in God will whether any storm including death.

See, this kingdom is something both new and old at the same time. The

parables tell us what the kingdom is like and points us to the nature of
God.

Jesus asks his disciples if they get all this. Then He tells His disciples
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a

master of a household who brings out his treasure what is new and what
is old.



The word “new” used here is the word Kinas meaning new to you but
not new in time (like a man discovering a diamond) vs. Neos new in
time (like a baby)...brand new.

So, the kingdom is both new and old...it may be new to you, but it’s as
old as time. So, the kingdom of God therefore is something that once
experienced will feel both fresh AND familiar at the same time.

By Jesus giving us access to the kingdom of God we come to experience
both fresh joy and familiar peace...

But remember ...the kingdom of God requires patience — the kingdom of
God is a seed not a vending machine...it is hidden...it is small...it is
pure potential that needs you (fertile soil) in order to grow!

Faith in Jesus is neither a vehicle to cultural power nor spiritual self-
improvement. God has far bigger plans than that.

And like a treasure or the rarest pearl...once discovered that undeserved
and unearned gift overshadows everything else!

And like a seed once nourished it will bear much fruit and flourishes for
the good of all...not just for yourself.

See the divine seed is within us...and God’s own image is always under
construction inside us.

God calls people not for what they have... but for what they
lack...Kenosis...empty hands can receive, empty wombs can be filled,
empty tombs can proclaim the resurrection.

In fact, God does not ask us to give ourselves to others. God asks us to
give CHRIST to others... for it is Christ who transforms us...dwells
within us...and fills us with self-giving love.

Paul says it like this: It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives
in me. In the fruits of the Spirit, we actually offer Christ to others, not



some holier version of ourselves. You become a conduit of the Divine
seed that has always been inside you.

The kingdom of God is here and now...The kingdom of God is inside
each and every one of you! That’s what Jesus keep telling us!

Now specifically, let’s focus on today’s parables. In the parables of the
treasure and the pearl it was quite normal in those days for poor people
wanting to preserve valuables to bury them, and even the wealthy would
do so in unsettled times. Inevitably someone would die without anyone
knowing the whereabouts of their treasure. Finding such a treasure was
the ancient equivalent of winning the lottery.

In the parable this man finds it. His excitement can only be imagined,
and his strategy is simple...he reburies the treasure since he has no right
to it while 1t’s on someone else’s property... so he rushes off and (with
JOY) sells everything he has to buy that land.

The parable is specifically described as a kingdom parable, and it
illustrates several aspects of the kingdom of God.

First, the parable portrays the kingdom as something exciting and
valuable when discovered and finding it leads to JOY. See the
revolution of God is not something gloomy that impoverishes people; it
is something that enriches and brings with it great joy.

Second, the treasure is something hidden, it’s not visible at all, and since
this was also the way of Jesus’ revolution. Many people failed to
recognize God right there in front of them. The disciples on the other
hand were like men finding the treasure. Remember Jesus’ ministry did
not come according to expectations but only as an insignificant looking
seed.

Many people couldn’t see it...I wonder if we too would miss Christ if
she stood here in front of us... God comes many times in hidden and in
small ways...and God certainly wouldn’t come to us by way of a



cross... a symbol of torture and humiliation and the absolute power of
Rome’s kingdom (SARCASM)!

And lastly once found the man sells everything to buy up the field and
with it the treasure. Here we give up everything for the kingdom. By
framing this in joy, Jesus makes it clear that although demanding,
joining with God is immensely positive...yes there will be cost, but
that’s nothing compared with the treasure.

This same point is made in the companion parable of the pearl.
Cleopatra is said to have had one pearl worth a hundred million sesterces
equal to 25 million days wages! The parable of the pearl depicts a rich
man’s search being rewarded by an invaluable find...again once
discovered it takes precedent over all other earthly desires.

And this follows the Mustard Seed and the Yeast...The Brassica Nigra
(the condiment black mustard) this seed is tiny and it was a proverbial
weed way back then...referring to something tiny and spreading.

The plant would grow 6 to 12 feet high. Birds would have been attracted
to it due to its wide leaves providing shelter and shade...who would now
spread the plants seeds everywhere...and oh by the way this was a
garden nuisance...a weed!

Now the Jews were expecting the coming of God to be powerful and all
embracing...large (like many of us still do today) but the coming of God
was and is nothing like that...it was tiny...like a weed...easy to take
hold and very hard to get rid of!

In Matthew it is said to become a tree, referring his Jewish audience to
the Old Testament imagery in Ezekiel & Daniel...Jesus’ parable is
deliberately pointing to these passages which over time will offer shelter
to all the nations of the world....and Church history gives us a glimpse
of how that tiny little seed (Jesus) has grown today from its humble
beginnings.



Like the cross, the mustard seed is a challenge to human perception and
judgment about what’s small and what’s significant. We often fail to
recognize a seed planted by God. We should expect and implement
“mustard seed” thinking, neither disparaging insignificance...nor
doubting what God can do with something so small...so seemingly
worthless to us!

It is in Jesus’ word... and work...that the true Kingdom has come to us.

But the neat thing here about both the mustard seed and the yeast is that
both were unseen and both unwanted...they each had no worth in the
kingdom of man. A mustard seed was a weed and yeast was
unclean...and in enough measure it was toxic.

Do your visions of heaven include agriculture and housework...or are
you more into Lord’s and King’s ruling upon thrones on high!?

Jesus tells us God’s kingdom is more down to earth.. literally!

Common stories about ordinary things. This is not a fairy tale realm, is
it? The kingdom of God is found in day-to-day ordinary things...that
should tell us something about our perspective vs God’s perspective.

The kingdom of heaven is near...Jesus never uses grandeur and “the
wonders of the world” to characterize heaven does He...No that’s what
we do...Instead Jesus uses tiny things...unseen and often unwanted to
show his common uneducated audience what God’s Kingdom looks
like...a mustard seed...a weed; and yeast...something
impure...(remember the Hebrews used unleavened bread)...now that’s
what God’s kingdom looks like!

Abundance from the smallest things which serve the many not just a
few...you sensing a theme here!? From a weed to the tree of life...from
bread (a symbol of life in the middle east) growing exponentially to feed
the multitudes...not just the rich.



Jesus emphasizes the surprising growth and worth of something they
thought was worthless and likens God’s ways to these kinda things.
Today we might use something like The Kingdom of God is like a
dandelion or The Kingdom of God is like a virus to get the point across!

So will we give up everything for that kind of treasure? So small and
worthless to us...yet invaluable beyond all earthly measure of worth!?

Jesus 1nvites us now to choose what kind of treasure we will seek in our
lifetimes...God’s way or our way...where do our hearts truly lie?!

The kingdom of God is all around us...hidden in the common and in
ordinary day to day things...so what will you give worth to?

What do you seek? Have you found the gift...and once you find it...
what will you give for it?

So may we all seek and find the Kingdom of God...and once discovered
may you revel in that JOY and in that PEACE!

Your faithful servant,

carmen



