Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Today we have a collection of healing miracles, and this is the first time
these things happen in Matthew’s gospel...they immediately follow
Jesus’ teachings at the Sermon on the Mount. He’s now gonna walk the
talk and these healings demonstrate the compassion and mercy that Jesus
just finished demanding of His listeners.

He is now practicing what He just preached, and He crosses all social
boundaries to do so...think of a church more like a hospital for sinners
not a country club or museum for saints. And like a hospital, a church is
a place where many different people come seeking help with many
different needs.

In Matthew’s gospel, he’s speaking to a Jewish audience...and here
Jesus crosses all the Jewish lines and boundaries to heal those in
need...regardless of their circumstances or religion or rules! You don’t
have to have any healthcare card for Jesus to help you!

He touches and heals all those that His Jewish religion referred to as
unclean...they didn’t belong and therefore literally these people were
not worthy of healing by anyone including God...

They were all to be excluded (not God’s chosen people) due to their
circumstances according to Jewish Law and the laws of God... a leper;
two demon possessed men who live among the dead in a cemetery, He
touches the body of a dead girl, He is touched by a women discharging
blood. He raises the dead of a Jewish religious leader and later heals the
servant of a Roman centurion.

See like a Doctor, Jesus doesn’t turn anyone away...nor does He care
what your circumstances are...All who seek will find...ALL who are
sick need a physician! And they don’t have to have any credentials, or
the right healthcare, or even healthcare at all. It’s not a transactional
affair, is 1t?! It’s relational...you would not want to see any of your



children suffering regardless of their circumstances or perceived
worth...would you?

And in Matthew’s gospel Gods mercy always takes priority over
religious rituals, and practices... and rules of any kind...

No requirements...no health care cards...no exceptions...ALL who trust
and turn to God seeking help WILL BE HELPED!

So why are YOU all here...and what do you need!?

Now many of us might not be sick today...and some of us are...but all
of us need Grace! God’s unqualified and unmerited grace...not earned
or expected!

And...well grace changes people doesn’t it!? It changed me!

God’s grace changes people. We might call this conversion. The word
“conversion” or repent simply meant to turn around. God’s grace turns
us around. It can catch us off guard sometimes or even pass us by...and
sometimes the movement is so slow its almost imperceptible.

But this morning’s God’s grace is immediate and complete...we’re spun
around so fast we may end up dizzy.

But in all cases, turning towards God for help will change
us...always...in some way you WILL be changed!

And when looking for God for our help and healing, we’re gonna be
healed in some way...sometimes in an unexpected way.

We were looking in one direction, and now we’re looking in the
opposite direction. When this happens, we end up looking in the
direction that we had our back to, AND we have our back to the
direction where we were formerly looking at.

It’s a turn-around, pure and simple...the word Metanoia in Greek or
Teshuva in Hebrew...repent...turn around!



And the process is never quite finished, is it? God’s grace keeps
changing us... or at least tries to...because God isn’t finished with any
of us yet...if you’re breathing then you are drawing in the spirit and
God’s not done with you yet...

{eg Tina on Hospice tending to her caregivers up until her death...}

Now today this passage may seem disconnected, but all these small
vignettes share a common thread.

An acute self-awareness and a need to trust that God can heal or
transform any situation or circumstance that we may find ourselves in.

So right out of the gate here we get the calling of Matthew and here we
know nothing about him other than his profession. But that profession
was despised by His own tribe. Someone who had worked with Israel’s
oppressors to oppress their own people, “fleecing the flock™

Follow me...is it a command or an invitation? Perhaps Matthew viewed
his own status as unsavory...maybe he despised himself in his current
situation. But whatever his internal dialog was Matthew leaves behind
his profession and becomes a disciple in that very moment.

Turn around and see something new...or is it something that’s been
there the whole time and he just didn’t notice???

Grace is offered and here grace is acknowledged and received. Jesus
offers mercy and a chance at a new direction for Matthew without any
requirements, judgment, or reservation.

And the religious take notice... see they have no problem criticizing or
gatekeeping God through “God’s” rules. Do we know folks like
this...the rules and the “proper way to do things” in their minds stand
between God and others...They would prefer judgment...after all they



follow all the “correct” rules...they deserve God for the way they live
their lives...and this guy surely doesn’t!

So, Jesus has to qualify those He hangs out with...now to include
Matthew as those requiring Mercy and Grace...they all require
healing... and those folks who have something wrong with them...well
they know it! They are very self-aware of their situation... as opposed
to the righteous who have no sense of need...nor desire for grace and
change!

In qualifying all those Jesus is eating with as sinners ...these people
know their ailments and shortcomings, and they are seeking healing and
redemption ...although they certainly do not feel worthy of it in any
case...so here Jesus steps in with love and openness...offering grace and
mercy unconditionally...not finger wagging and judgement and rules
and exclusions! There is no I told you so...

Anyone here need Jesus...or rather the question might be who
recognizes that they need God in their lives!?

See sinners and those on the wrong side of things easily know their own
needs...they want a change in their status...but those who see
themselves as righteous are too full of pride and ego to actually believe
that they need God’s mercy and grace, let alone any changes to their
content and happy life circumstances.

Someone taking the moral high ground finds it easier to condemn others
than to ever look at themselves in a mirror.

And what follows next in our gospel this morning plays this idea out...

Now the tables get turned and the “all powerful” and righteous leader of
the synagogue...the most righteous man there...now must confront his
own frailty and weakness...his own powerlessness...yet today even this
man believes...this man trusts that if Jesus were to touch his daughter
that she would somehow be made whole again.



And notice Jesus doesn’t chastise or use this as a teaching moment to
now judge the righteous... rather Jesus, without comment, gets up and
follows.

Note also that this is the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry...he later gets
agitated with the religious as he confronts a very real cross and those
who would put an end to him in Jerusalem...but today is not that day.

And as He is moving here another woman in need of mercy and grace
also believes and trusts that Jesus could heal her as well...interestingly
enough, she’s a “bleeding woman” and touching Jesus would now make
Him rituality unclean according to the rules to respond to the leaders
request...you see the irony here right...The righteous, religious leader,
who follows all the rules, would now have to pronounce Jesus unclean
as He was now on his way to heal his own daughter...which the rules
would now prevent Jesus from doing!

And Jesus’ response is astonishing...He tells her it is her trust and belief
in God’s power that has healed her...Jesus does not claim to do anything
here...nor does he require anything further from her.

The woman who is healed recognizes her own need and trusts Jesus...

And now we have the Jewish leader in turn recognizing his own need
and he has faith as well. He must now put aside his own ego and self-
righteousness to also require mercy and grace from God.

But sometimes those who see themselves as self-righteous might need a
bucket of cold water poured over their heads to recognize it...here it’s a
life and death situation with his own daughter that forces his hand...and
he, for all his righteousness is powerless to help her in any way.

And Jesus responds once again with downplaying His role in things and
heals the girl without any pretense or criticism or judgment on His part.

The leader’s trust once again is key here.



In all these passages Jesus comes to those who are in need AND also to
those who recognize their need...Those who can look in the mirror!

See the righteous are never in need...until they are!

And trust in Jesus will always bring God’s grace and healing!

Grace...an unmerited gift... From our heavenly parent!
So got any mirrors...got any faith?

Got God!?

Who among us is a sinner?

Who among us requires mercy?

WHO NEEDS GRACE?

Well...I submit...EACH and EVERY ONE of us do...

So may you receive compassion and mercy from God... rather than
judgment from others. ..

May you come to recognize your own needs... before judging that of
another’s worthiness. ..

And may you receive grace upon grace upon grace...unmerited and free
to all who trust in Jesus!

Your faithful servant,

carmen



