Luke 16: 1-13

The parable of the dishonest manager...OMG-WTF...and I have to get you guys to
get this in 15 mins... Good Luck!?

So, here’s the BLUF bottom line up front! This ancient book that we call the Bible
is really just a love story of a Creator for His creations as told by us, God’s
creations. And the underlying theme is ALWAY'S the same.

It’s summarized in the Old Testament in Deuteronomy 6 and in Leviticus 19 (called
the Shema in Hebrew) and Jesus reiterates it in the New Testament in the form of
the two great commandments.

Basically: Love God and Love one another...I’ve said this a hundred times
although it’s easier said than done!

It begins Hear (Listen up) O Israel the Lord our God is #1...Ichi Ban...Remember
that!

Now every Jew knew the Shema including Jesus. The Shema is at the heart of the
Torah - Why...so that they would never EVER forget to put God as number 1 in
their lives!

The Shema doesn’t really translate well... The word heart in Hebrew is Levav; your
intentions and desires, the word for the soul is Nephesh - your Story - who you are
at your core, and the word for mind - Mehodaha actually meant your possessions!
...50 you were to Love God with all that you are: Your deepest desires, your Story,
and yes this includes ALL your stuff! Got the picture?

Now if you get this, you get everything right!

Let me show you the math...an analogy actually. Can I get four helpers please?
(Hold up these numbers when I ask).

Hold up the Black blank card...In the beginning was the word, the one and the one
was God...please turn the card around now (showing the white one). That’s all
there is! And the color white is also important in this analogy...white contains all
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color and conversely black is the absence of all color. When white light is divided -
like by a prism...what does it look like...a rainbow — all the colors!

Can I get me some creations (have the volunteers hold up their cards with the Blue
(next to the one), Green (in the middle) and Red on the end. (1000) Thanks!

Note that God creates us in relationship to Him, Her or Itself (whatever pronoun
you prefer, I prefer WE). The Bible states God grants us life through God’s
breath...the Hebrew word is Ruach - breath...take a guess what the Hebrew word
for Spirit is...Ruach! The same word - Interesting! That’s the white paint here!

(Have the number One shift to the right end) What is the value of these numbers?
Now what happens if I put a thousand zeroes in front of the One what is the value
now? (Still One) You guys are good...OK now what happens when we shift the
One back into its proper position? (Move the 1 back to the front left) Now what’s
the value? Now what happens if I put a million zeroes after the one what’s the
value? Wow...so what’s important here is the One and its position...Stay with me
here.

This is the really, really, Big Picture! ...and you only have real value in relation
to your creator. By putting God first...your life now has value and meaning by
reflecting the qualities of our creator to each other... Are you with me!

The diversity of everything in the Universe is beautiful when seen in relation to the
creator. Now here’s the problem: we start making our own differentiations, we
place our own value on the zeros giving one zero more importance over another
Zero.

So these colors represent everything and everyone — The created world. Now
someone says ‘“Blue is number one, blue is better...Red’s are Bad...so they now
become the “other”

(move the red zero over to the other side of the One)...Now what happens to the
value? ...Are you with me now!



So do you see why Jesus cares so much about finding that one lost sheep, the one
outcast, the other. It increases the value of the whole thing...and places the
kingdom of God in the right relationship to itself.

So the Jews at that time were using the laws God gave them to get this right...but
they were actually setting themselves up as number one!

We humans give so much value to the zeros that we easily lose our way. What’s
even worse 1s when we put God first and then place others in this “other” position!
Both diminishing God’s value in the world and the value of the “other”...

That’s why Jesus emphasizes loving the “other” as yourself! So here comes Jesus
to show us the way back (turn the blue zero around). He looks like us AND has all
the qualities of the One...calling out for us to get this right! (white = Spirit)

(OK now let’s move the Red zero back to its place).

Jesus is telling us that we have a tendency to replace God with something created
like our family, our country, our race, a sports team, hobby...you name it! We
place more value on Green or Red or Blue...Then we mentally rearrange everything
around these illusionary values and we ALL suffer for it...That’s why the Shema is
so, so important! Everything else is just Idol worshipping, it makes everything else
meaningless in the Big Picture! We have to get the One in the right place before we
can get the rest right!

We judge people’s worth by their occupation, their wealth, their belongings... these
are trappings and illusions of the world...the different colors.

Jesus however looks straight into people’s hearts regardless of their worldly status
and labels...whether a Samaritan, a leper, a prostitute, a tax collector, a Muslim, a
homeless man, Left or Right wing. Jesus sees beyond our outer shells...

What color is this (point to the Red zero).

That’s an illusion — Actually, it’s every color but Red...Red is physically the color
that is rejected and reflected back to our eyes. By Jesus asking us to open our



hearts He is asking us to accept what we reject and to be made whole or HOLY
once again...(turn around the Red Zero showing the white stripe)...

To be in right relationship to God and His creation (known as Shalom) we must
open our hearts to God. (Turn around the Green zero around) Voila’ a disciple...
To be a disciple actually means to reflect God at our center — our LEVAV

Notice how we can always see the light in people when they are full of the spirit!

This is what Jesus meant when he said to His disciples to be in the world but not of
it... and when one enters this state of Shalom they come to know true peace and
joy...that which this world can never touch! It’s God-Self inside us! So Jesus
teaches us to get it right on the outside - but also get it right on the inside - LEVAV!

If we get this wrong everything will lose its value...especially your life!!!

(Thank the volunteers and give them a hand!) So Jesus’ purpose and ours now is to
move all of creation into right relationship with the Creator (Tikuun Olam) - to
reflect God’s value in this world...that’s how we bring about the kingdom of God
Here and Now. This transformation happens slowly deep inside of us! That’s why
Jesus only cares about our hearts - it’s the gateway to our souls - the gateway to
God itself.

...and when we put God first and make God relevant, then we actually make
ourselves relevant in the process!

So now let’s look at today’s parable. Jesus was a master storyteller, and he knew the
LEVAYV of his audience. Remember when I began today, I used the term OMG
WTF - that was on purpose. It was intended to get a laugh out of some while not
offending others. Those who got the message got it and those who might be
offended didn’t understand what I said. It was a layered message...and By the way
if you did happen to get offended, I apologize, but I need to add that you offended
yourself, because it all happened inside your own head...See I don’t really use that
word... I use a substitute, and you can just ask Naomi and she will gladly interpret
the WTF for you — LOL! (Why The face)
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And Jesus' parables just were like that — they were dripping with layers intended for
the hearts of his audience. In today’s parable you have A Desperate Man about to
be let go and facing ruin. Two Debtors generously forgiven a large part of their
debt, and a Generous and Merciful Master who knows His manager’s heart.

Now Who is Actually Listening: The Disciples, The Tax Collectors, the Pharisees
and those ever-present sinners and outcasts ...

So the messages look like this... depending on which group you were from:

His disciples had to learn to be generous with God’s gifts (God’s the Master in the
story) and it’s all God’s stuff anyway. Additionally, they would need to be
phronimos which is Greek for being practical and sensible, or shrewd.

The disciples needed to be knowledgeable in how the world worked because God
works in & through culture... not despite it. Our stuff, in and of itself, is neither
good or bad, and can have real value if used wisely in reflecting God’s heart -
God’s LEVAYV, God’s deepest desires for one another.

The tax collectors were already phronimos, practical and shrewd...but their Levav
was in the wrong place. They focused on status and worth; they were number one
no matter what. The message to them was that if you can’t get it right with the
small things then the master isn’t going to give you more of His stuff to give away
on His behalf!

The Pharisees would see that although they were good and of value in society’s
eyes, that they were the ones placing value on themselves and their rituals, and that
they also used their authority to place some of God’s children into the “outcast”
category. As lovers of status, they were also NOT being generous with the master’s
wealth as the master intended (it really wasn’t theirs to control)... They had the
right actions but the wrong Levav as well!

Now the sinners are the ones in debt, and the master generously agrees to have
much of what they owe wiped away. The two debts translated to about 500 full
days’ worth of pay each! Here the debtors are shown the heart of the master even
through the actions of His dishonest manager... Jesus’ intent here is to give the
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outcasts Hope so that they can see that they are also of value to God. He’s flipping
those zeros who believe they are on the wrong side of society to stand on the right
side of God.

So Jesus in this simple story was telling ALL of His audience (depending on their
particular perspective and hearts) to “get it right” ...to put God first which then
gives value to everything and everyone around Him.

Jesus is a shrewd storyteller. His parables prod us as we teeter on a fence. The
fence between getting it right with the world or getting it right with God and setting
up only one thing as numerio uno ...#1 ...God alone!

Jesus says: “Where your treasure is, there your heart lies”! Look at what you value
not what comes out of your mouth. The world in fact says quite a lot but values
others very little!

Do our treasures connect us with, or disconnect us from, God and One another?

We cannot serve two masters, and unfortunately in today’s world we may actually
serve many, many, masters! But when God is first and at the center of your heart -
it really does change EVERYTHING.

By Loving God and One Another we give value, purpose, and meaning to the world
and reflect the kingdom of God NOW. You’ll then come to see that God doesn’t
just want you to go to Church, he wants you to BE His church!

And ALL of us suffer when the zeros are on the other side! We are all part of the
same body...By sharing our talents, passions and resources with the lost we get a
chance to make sure our LEVAYV is in the right place by valuing those normally
ignored and made invisible by society...we are stronger together!

So May you ALL come to get it right... by putting God first...and by loving one
another as ourselves... so that we may ALL come to reflect the Kingdom of God in
all its heavenly worth! For Jesus knew full well: That changing your hearts really
does change the world!

Your faithful servant, carmen



