Luke 17:5-10

Jesus is heading to his death and the birth of what we now call Christianity.
Now Jesus intensifies our discomfort today concerning slave-owners and their
slaves. Jesus invites the apostles to identify with the slave-owners... We are to
imagine a person with resources sufficient to own a slave but not one wealthy
enough to have enough slaves so that each has their own roles and
responsibilities.

This slave wears many hats. This poor slave works out in the fields and in the
home. The parable then shifts focus in calling the audience to identify now
with the slaves. A "good" slave does what is expected and does not expect
gratitude.

So, His disciples ask for more faith, just as we so often do. In reply, Jesus
scolds them for lacking even a mustard seed kind of faith (the smallest seed
and a weed in ancient times) ...and Jesus suggests they should not expect
reward or praise for their service.

Whenever Jesus' followers ask for faith, what do we think they’re asking for?
A way to rise above their circumstances? Is faith something like an action? Is
it a mystical experience with God that helps us get through life? And with
enough faith can we conquer doubt or economic hardship or even illness?

Mustard seed faith and modest discipleship is what Jesus is asking for. Here
discipleship doesn’t require unshakable confidence or spectacular
accomplishments. And many times, doubt goes hand and hand with faith!

I think most times discipleship requires ordinary trust in God in everyday
kinda things.

Unfortunately, our culture has acquired a taste for spectacular spirituality. But
instead...bringing about the kingdom of God is a slow process...a mustard
seed faith and ordinary day-to-day discipleship is what’s needed here.



“If I just had a little more faith...then I wouldn’t have so many doubts and
questions. And God would just answer all my prayers! If I just had a little
more faith...things would be better!

It’s an approach to faith as old as the apostles’ own faith. “Increase our faith,”
they ask Jesus. Jesus has just warned them not to become stumbling blocks to
others and then told them to forgive others as often as necessary. See it’s very
challenging to be a disciple...so they must need more!

Increase our faith! It seems like a reasonable request. If a little is good, then a
lot has to be better right?! If McDonald’s can supersize our fries and drinks
surely Jesus can supersize our faith.

It’s the belief that if I just had more faith things would be different... and
Jesus is very clear that faithfulness is not about size or quantity. In fact you
only need a very, very small amount of it!

Faith is not currency in our dealings with God. Faith is not measured
according to how difficult our tasks are. Faith is not a thing we have or get.
Faith is ultimately about a relationship rooted in trust and love. It means
opening ourselves up to receive another’s life and in turn giving our own life
to one another.

And faith may never change the circumstances of our lives. Instead, it’s what
changes us...and with it our perspective! Faith does not shield us from the
pain and challenges of this life...it does not undo the past...and it will not
guarantee a good future.

What it does do, however, is present us the means by which we face and deal
with those circumstances everyday — the difficulties, the losses, the joys, the
successes, the opportunities and all its unlimited possibilities.

Faith does not get us a pat on the back in God’s eyes. It’s simply the way in
which we live and move and have our being...so that, at the end of the day we
can do what we ought to be done!” Nothing more and nothing less.



Faith is not lived out in the abstract. It is practiced day after day after day in
ordinary, everyday, circumstances. And regardless of the circumstances or
situations we may find ourselves in, we will face each day in relationship with
the one who created and loves us.

Faith, then, becomes the lens through which we see ourselves...others...and
the world. Faithfulness means that no matter where we go, no matter what our
circumstances may be good, bad or otherwise...that we always live our lives
in relationship with God.

Jesus does not supersize our faith...there would be no point! We live by faith
as small as a mustard seed...see it’s about POTENTIAL! That’s all we ever
need...POTENTIAL!

And this seed 1s already planted within us all. For us Christians it’s Christ
himself. We already have enough. We already ARE enough. We do not need
more faith at all... just more of an active response to the relationship we
already have with God through Jesus.

Here, as Jesus approaches Jerusalem, He is training His disciples for the last
time...he knows what’s coming...but they just don’t get it yet...they are
looking for something grand...a superhero!

Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus describes specifically what it means to
follow Him. To a would-be follower He cautions that you may have nowhere
to lay your head. That kingdom matters will even come before family
matters.

And even to the crowds travelling with him, he emphasizes the cost of
following him: none can become His disciple without carrying a
cross...without placing family ties as secondary and giving up all your
attachments to worldly possessions...I wonder if anyone there really heard
about the cost of discipleship...I wonder if we do?!



And Jesus is telling them that they already have all the faith they’re ever
gonna need - as small as a mustard seed — for they have a relationship with the
living God!

And throughout Luke’s gospel, those we least expect to have faith are shown
as examples of it. When a so-called “woman sinner,” pours ointment and
kisses Jesus’ feet...to the consternation of the Pharisees. Jesus not only
forgives her sins but also says “your faith has saved you.”

He says the same thing to a blind beggar who wants to see; a Samaritan leper
who comes back to thank him after he has been healed; and a woman who
touches him in order to be healed of hemorrhages...they all trusted that God
would help them.

And when a Roman centurion goes to great lengths to have him heal his
trusted slave, Jesus exclaims, “Not even in Israel have I found such faith™.

Conversely, Jesus’ own friends often appear to lack this faith...this trust in
God. When they are in a boat with Jesus during a storm, they become afraid
and Jesus asks them, “Where is your faith?” Aware that Peter will betray him,
Jesus prays that His faith will not fail him.

Has anyone ever wondered why the Gospels unfold like this? After all,
wouldn’t we write it the opposite way with the outcasts being, well outcasts,
and the Disciples being like the heroes of the story who come to save the day?

We often think that the faith that moves mountains must come from a
herculean effort on our part...or by a miraculous display of power on God’s
part. But that’s not how it generally works...does it?!

Jesus’ very statement “your faith has saved you” to those He helps implies
that something else is going on here. It’s all connected, participative,
relational! Having faith means having your whole way of perceiving and
responding to life transformed. By trusting & being in relationship with God.



Now a little bit about masters and slaves. In the ancient world, a “slave” was
one wholly devoted to another. Putting another first in place of themselves...
and Jesus reiterates if you put God and others first...you will bring about a
reality that Jesus defined as Heaven or the Kingdom of God!

The Disciples are troubled by Jesus as He holds them to a higher standard...
In fact, in the opening sentence of this chapter...Jesus says to them occasions
for stumbling are bound to come...but woe to anyone who causes others to
stumble!

It would be better for you if a millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. You should see the size of a millstone up close!

Be careful what you wish for...see my collar...gulp! Remember there is no
word for faith in Hebrew (AMAN)...Jesus 1s asking us all to trust and rely on
God...TRUST!

As Jesus moves towards Jerusalem, He’s trying to get His peeps ready...but
remember they still believed He was the Messiah...they don’t think for a
moment that He is rushing towards His death (even though by now He’s told
them several times)...they believe He is going to triumphantly claim His
kingship on earth! Victory not defeat! They have yet to see the potential of
God being birthed in the world through God’s own death!?

So, what does this all mean? See this acorn... if it stays on the table here
perfectly preserved what happens to it? NOTHING AT ALL... even after 100
years it will remain just an acorn...a seed. But what’s its POTENTIAL once
it 1s buried and breaks open?!? If it dies to what it is...dies to itself?!

Their faith needed only to be a seed to contain the potential of birthing the
kingdom of God into the world! Look at the fruit that was born!

...and now they are expected to be slaves to God... In America we don’t like
that word because of all of its negative connotations. But realize that we ARE
all slaves to something!



In fact, at the heart of the Christian message is losing yourself to God and
others...death, and then transformation! An Oak tree doesn’t look like a seed
once transformed.

Jesus throughout Luke’s gospel points out all the things we DO become slaves
to...our stuff, our treasures, our families...if we put all these things before
God, then we lose the value and potential that our lives can become. Here in
this ego-centric world we just want to become bigger acorns!

And the word Egypt in Hebrew actually means “the narrow way”
...slavery...and it represents all of the things we become slaves to in our
lives...wealth, power, addictions, our phones...you name it...it’s slavey!

We just went through the Shema a couple weeks ago...putting God first. Now
Jesus is calling His disciples to live into that reality...

But in order to do so we must become subordinate to God...a slave... and
when conflicted...God MUST always come first...but in order to do that we
have to TRUST in God or the whole thing falls apart... WHAT HAPPENS
TO ANY RELATIONSHIP ONCE TRUST IS BROKEN!?

When we trust God...we enter into a state of being called Shalom (that is to
be in right relationship with the creator, in creation). There you come to find
true peace and joy...the things that this world can never touch... that is to
say... you will experience this state of being regardless of your worldly
circumstances.

It’s God-Self, God’s potential... birthed inside us as a seed of faith! So Jesus
teaches us that we have to get this right - especially on the inside in order to
realize our full potential...our true self!
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So may you all come to love the Lord our God with all your heart, and with all
your mind and with all your soul. And may you love your neighbors as
yourself...and may you have trust in our God... a trust as small as a
seed...and with all that the potential contained within each and everyone one
of us!

Shalom my friends...Shalom!
Your faithful servant,

carmen



